young a sort of Massacre of the Innocents; in an age that insists
on " thinking servant-girls " one should also have the right to
demand thinking professors. The German university should by
rights be called a " speciality/3 since it contains only specialities.
" The specialist has given away his soul; one may say, indeed,
that the Devil is a specialist, just as God is certainly a universal-
ist." The idealism of the previous century had seen the world with
the bird's eye, the specialist of the present century was seeing it
with the frog's perspective; the next would, it was to be hoped,
see it in human perspective. In the criticism of Wagner we are
again reminded of Nietzsche. " His feelings are ecstatic or else
they melt; on the level middle heights, where really healthy feel-
ing lives, they do not last, they are over-refined. Shakspere is
Kaiser, Wagner is eirfpereur." (There is no question of his having
been directly influenced by Nietzsche in all these judgments, it
is only an interesting intellectual double.) Rembrandt, we are
told, is suited to be the German leader on account of his mixed
nature: "Light and darkness, scepticism and mysticism, politics
and art, nobility and people, are one . . . because they are not
at one. Out of doubleness, singleness is born; that is the world's
glorious course."

When Geschlecht und Charakter appeared, Otto Weininger
was twenty-three; six months later he shot himself in the house
where Beethoven died. The basic theory from which his inquiry
proceeds is the assumption of two polar soul-forms, of man and of
woman, which he calls M and W. They represent ideal limits,
always appearing in reality as intermingled in innumerable grad-
ings. The law of sexual attraction rests upon the fact that a whole
man and a whole woman always try to come together, as, for
instance, %M and 54W with %W and %M; from which it fol-
lows that the contrary sex feeling also represents only a special
case of the natural law. W is completed, absorbed, in sexual life,
in the sphere of begetting and propagation, while M is not ex-
clusively sexual. Further, in M sexuality is strictly localized, in W
it is diffused over the whole body. The fact that sexuality is not
everything to the man permits him both to lay it aside psychologi-
cally and to be conscious of it. In W two inborn contrasted dis-
positions are found: absolute mother and absolute prostitute;
between the two lies the reality. To the absolute prostitute the
man, to the absolute mother the child, is the sole interest. Peculiar
to every W is organic mendacity and, that which goes with it,
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